Local group 
fights to open 



Hearings in Congress 
closely followed here 

By Stephanie A. Raid 
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Non-disdoeure of sealed files on Presi- 
dent John F. Kennedy’s assassination 
nearly 30 yean ago is a waste of taxpay-; 
Sr’s money, says a local watchdog group. 

That’s why the Rochester Chapter of 
Hie Third Decade is closely watching J 
US. House of Representative hearings, : 
which begun Tuesday and have continued! 
through the week, on a proposed joint • 
resolution to make public mare than * 
700,000 pages of classified information. 

- The 12-member local branch was 
formed in February — amid renewed in- 
terest in the Kennedy ^tsniminntifm 
brought on by the movie JFK — to fight 
for release of the information. 

State University College at Fiedonia 
professor Jerry Rose fo unded The Third 
Decade in November 
1984 as a clearing-: 
house for new infor- 
mation on thft assassi- 
nation. — . : v The 
organization now is 
headed by Fredonia 
professor Gregory 
Quail, who says it has 
more than 300 mem- 
bers in 31 chapters in 
the U.S. and one in 
Belgium. •* — -- 

“A lot of us have 
been interested in the 
aamwiinnticn for a lot 
of years, but we’re not 
like most buffs,” said 
John Giunta, mnHi* 
coordinator for the 
Rochester chapter. 

4 “We’re concerned 
citizens and taxpayers 
who do not want to see 
another investigation 
go by the wayside and 
waste our money.” . . 

Even with U.S. Reps. Frank J. Horton 
(R-Penfield) and Louise ML Slaughter (D- 
Perinton) supporting the resolution, mcm^ 
bers are “hopefully optimistic but cautious- 
ly skeptical” regarding the resolution 



Said Giunta: “We'd like to look at the 
glass as half full rather then half empty.” 
Quail said part of the group's skepticism 
has to do with whether the information will! 
be censored, if and when it is declassified. 

“Historically, we’re in an age of Water- 
gate and Iran-Contra,” said Quail, whose- 
interest in the Kennedy assassination dates 


hack to second grade. * 

“A lot of times when documents 
are released by the government, 
they come out chopped up with 
important information crossed 
1 out” ... 

; Slaughter, who along with Hor- 
ton is one of the resolution's more 
than 40 sponsors, earlier this week 
had no doubt about the informa- 
tion’s eventual review and release 
by a five-member board as the 
re solutio n calls for. 3 
THE INFORMATION in- 
cludes classified material from the 
CIA and FBI, the Warren Com- 
mission and two later Coturesaio- 
nal investigations. 

“It’s terribly important for the 
people to know the truth where 
ever it leads,” she said, adding 
that the material could d ne r up a 
number of inconsistencies. V l 
Slaughter also supports making 
public files in the Martin Luther 
King Jr. and Robert Kennedy as- 
sassination cases. 

Horton argued in a statement at 
Tuesday's hearing that further de- 
lay in releasing the material would 
“simply bring to a boil the already 
simmering controversy.” 

BUT HE ALSO was fearful » 
that by making the files public, 
lawmakers would fall prey to the 
current fad of re-examining the 
deaths of previous presidents. 

Within the past' year, authorities 
exhumed president John Tyler’s 
body to investigate a theory that 
he died in 1862 as a result of poi- 
soning. : 

i . And scientists plan to screen . 
«nall amounts Ahraham Lincoln’s 
DNA using blood from the clothes 
he wore when amaaainated in 1865 
to test a theory that he suffered 
from Marfan’s Syndrome. • j 
'• The syndrome, which is estimat- 
ed to affect more than 40,000 peo- 
ple today, is a genetic dine^ ^e of 
the body ’8 connective tissue. ’>* 
Add to that renewed interest in 
re-examining the Kennedy assassi- 
nation brought on by director Oli- 
ver Stone’B movie JFK. 

“MR. CHAIRMAN, I support 
the opening and review of the old 
records as we approach the normal 
30-year review anniversary and I 
sincerely hope that the full, satis- 
factory truth will be discovered 
and this matter finally put to 
rest, Horton said in the state- 
ment. 

“And quite frankly, let the chips 
fall where they may. I fear, howev- 
er, that some of those chips will 
undoubtedly land on predisposed 
shoulders, and we all know that 
anyone with a chip on his shoul- 
der is never fully satisfied.” 

Despite the passage of nearly 30 
years and several government in- 
vestigations, many critics still dis- 


pute evidence that points to Lee 
Harvey Oswald as the lone gun- 
man. 

Kennedy was shot death 
Nov. 22, 1963, during a political 
trip to Dallas, making him 
youngest president to die in offic 
OSW ALD IS believed to have 
shot the president from the sixth 
floor of the Texas School Book 
Depository. < J — .>- • 
Numerous conspiracy theories 
exist — the latest coming from 
Stone, who argues in JFK that 
Kennedy’s assassination was the 
. result of s government conspiracy 
orchestrated mainly by the Penti 

gon and the CIA. — 

Local Third Decade members 
have started a nationwide grass- 
roots campaign to have tha files 
released as a way to restore tax- 
payer trust in the government 
More openness would encourag 
others with valuable information 
on the case to come forward, the\ 

■ay* 

“WE FEEL there are literally 
hundreds of people out there whc 
have eyewitness testimony, actual 
hard physical evidence who have 
been afraid to come forth for the 
last 29 years,” —id Giunta. 

“Before JFK, if you discussed 
this topic you were immediately 
characterized as a buff or nut” 
The Rochester group is the firs 
chapter to form solely ss a politi- 
cal action group to pressure law- 
makers into gaining the informa- 
tion’s release through a number o 
activities, including postcard and 
letter-writing camp ai g n*. . t 
It also hopes to persuade other 
chapters to follow its lead. Al- 
ready, the group has produced s 
how-to video on starting a new • 
chapter. - f *r 

Branch organizations are in the 
works in Syracuse and at Cayuga 
College. 

SAID GIUNTA: “Eighty per- 
cent of the public doesn’t believe- 
the government’s version. Espe- 
cially with the movies and all the 
thingB cropping up, there’s a lot o 
interest in this subject” ,* 



^ ... Ihi mtl Decade, call 

■ 718-654-6969 or send « aeH- 
addressed stamped envelope 
to: Third Decade, P.O. Box 
.? IC579, Rochester, N.Y. 
14610. 







